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Technology Innovations

I. iWatch

Imaginations and innovations have a common feature in the current world i.e. both do not see
the end!
From iPad, iPhone to iWatch .... Where are we heading to?

It’s time for a change, to move from analog/
digital watches to iWatch. The revolutionary
watch waiting for release in 2015 will generate
great vibrations in the consumer market for

another couple of years.

http://www.apple.com/watch/overview/

In the above link, you can find all the features, variations and pricing of the iWatch.

Interestingly, picture on the right shows someone imagination of a “wearable iphone”!
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I1. The Next Generation Car Navigation System
In November 2014, I was invited to attend a symposium of Indian Technologies making
in-roads into the International Market Place. During the symposium, I came across a
development happening in our own Bangalore area and that is the “Connected Car and the
Autonomous Driving” concept moving forward towards Next Generation Car Navigation
System. The company that came up with this innovative idea and assembled the same into
a marketable package is an Indian company called Symphony Teleca. Product development

is carried out by a Japanese team. This news should make us all feel proud and dispel the

-


http://www.apple.com/watch/overview/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://smhn.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/840ac0b5eb5a8937b83f44deec70e588-654x369.png&imgrefurl=http://smhn.info/201409-iwatch-apple-watch&h=369&w=654&tbnid=vs9Ss7-vqf_7LM:&zoom=1&docid=FCoJzQGCRbtY3M&hl=ja&ei=zAKdVIOmCeehmQWsjYDAAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEIQMyg6MDo4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2361&page=13&start=243&ndsp=22
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://tojiro.net/jp/blog/blog1/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/iWatch-concept-martin_hajek.jpg&imgrefurl=http://daiibensai.seesaa.net/article/405110884.html&h=1000&w=1500&tbnid=NGvK9S3fNS_nbM:&zoom=1&docid=2knh72nHFoBF4M&hl=ja&ei=2QCdVMO_IoTCmwXChYKgCg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCEQMygAMAA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2259&page=1&start=0&ndsp=20
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://o.aolcdn.com/hss/storage/midas/f29d5e5ed40b07dd7e4e4cb2d28eef/200665226/iwatch.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.engadget.com/tag/iwatch/&h=401&w=630&tbnid=C5C4oXOzLz_uvM:&zoom=1&docid=3IngOOjtBF3RAM&hl=ja&ei=2QCdVMO_IoTCmwXChYKgCg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygkMCQ&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=925&page=2&start=20&ndsp=20

wrong notion that India depends heavily on foreign technology or products developed
overseas. With this innovation India will hereafter develop high-tech products domestically

and export them to the world.

In the next couple of years sensors and autonomous driving will become commonplace and
ease tension while trying to maneuver congested streets.
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The dashboard of the car will look like an aircraft cockpit with so many gadgets to control and
monitor (shown below). Already many cars are fitted with Auto-hold feature that relieve the
driver from pressing the braking pedal while waiting for a signal. Many innovations are

being made in the camera fixture around the side mirrors that enable a bird’s eye view of the

vehicle on the navigation dashboard.
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[ll. Brace yourself for the ‘Internet of Things’.

The Internet of Things (I0T) is a scenario in which objects, animals or people are
provided with unique identifiers and the ability to transfer data over a network without
requiring human-to-human or human-to-computer interaction. 0T has evolved from
the convergence of wireless technologies, micro-electromechanical systems (MEMS)
and the Internet.

By 2025, most of the living things will have connectivity whether you like it or not! This
is going to be the future and better accept it! It has already entered into the
manufacturing industry where devices communicate among themselves without
going through a computing device.
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IoT will come into your life in a progressive way and it’s your turn to understand and
secure yourself while enjoying the benefits out of it!



http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/unique-identifier-UID
http://searchmobilecomputing.techtarget.com/definition/wireless
http://searchcio-midmarket.techtarget.com/definition/micro-electromechanical-systems
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A Magenificent Cultured Country :

- A Scientific Approach to Each Practice
€z Written by : Sahana Natarajan
' 9 Support/Edited : Natarajan, Sharavanan

v

Most people know India as the country with curry or as the country with many cultural
practices. Little do people from countries outside of India, and even people from India, know in
depth of these magnificent cultural practices. Though there are many more practices, | have
listed the most common ones below.

One of the biggest cultural practice that India has, is wearing tilak/kumkum on the
forehead. Most Indians, specifically Hindus, wear this. Many foreigners think people wear this
for a religious reason, which is partly right, but the true meaning behind it is very fascinating.
Indians wear this on their forehead because the spot in between the eyebrows on the forehead is
considered as a major nerve point in human body since ancient times. The Tilak is believed to
prevent the loss of “energy”, the red ‘kumkum’ between the eyebrows is said to retain energy in
the human body and control the various levels of concentration. While applying kumkum the
points on the mid-brow region and Adnya-chakra are automatically pressed. This also facilitates
the blood supply to the face muscles. As | am writing this, | can feel the irony...in Tokyo, how
many of us wear kumkum daily? | don't!

Another tradition/cultural practice that Indians follow is joining both palms when
greeting someone. Many people think that Indians do this for respect, which is right, but
scientifically speaking, pressing your hands and fingertips together is said to activate the pressure
points in our eyes, ears and mind which helps us remember that person for a long time. And, no
germs since we don’t make any physical contact! Since we are living in Japan, we got used to the
Japanese culture, so we join our hands and bow at the same time! From other people’s eyes and
definitely my eyes, it looks so funny!

As many of you have seen at Sahasranama pooja in Tokyo, we normally sit on the floor
and eat. This is a cultural practice that started in India, and brought into other countries and cities
such as Tokyo. This is definitely a cultural shock for foreigners. However, people from India that
live in foreign countries do not follow this practice on daily basis. Of course, like all the other
interesting cultural practices, there is a scientific reason behind this practice as well. When we sit
on the floor, we usually sit cross-legged. This pose instantly brings a sense of calmness and helps
in digesting food. It is believed to automatically trigger the signals to your brain to prepare the
stomach for digestion. No wonder | feel so hungry after Sahasranama pooja!

During any time of the year, Indian women wear bangles on their wrists, sometimes
going up to their arms. As it might look pretty, people wear these for the blood circulation.
Furthermore, the electricity passing out through outer skin is again returned to their own body
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because of the ring shaped bangles, which has no ends to pass the energy outside but to send it
back to the body.

Piercing ears when at an infant age is something that Indians do. Indian physicians and
philosophers believe that piercing the ears helps in the development of intellect, power of
thinking and decision making faculties. Talkativeness fritters away life energy and ear piercing
helps in speech-restraint. It helps to reduce impertinent behavior and the ear-channels become
free from disorders. This practice appeals to the Western world as well, and so they are getting
their ears pierced to wear fancy earrings as a mark of fashion. I heard from my father that for
punishment, his father used to make him do “thOpu-karnam”. I guess for those who don’t pierce
their ears, they should do this!

I have seen my parents do Namaskar and touch Gods’ feet, or elders’ feet. I have also
seen people do this in Sahasranama pooja. I’ ve always wondered why people do this, and | found
the true scientific meaning behind it. When touching someone’s feet, a complete circuit is
formed. This completed circuit enables flow of energy and increases cosmic energy, switching
on a quick connect between two minds and hearts. This applies to hugging and shaking hands as
well. When you touch their feet, they accept your respect which came from your reduced ego,
and then their hearts emit positive thoughts and energy which reaches you through their hands
and toes. Your fingers and palms become the ‘receptor’ of the energy and the feet of the other
person becomes the ‘giver’ of energy.

There are so many beliefs and cultural practices in India which make the country a
unique and powerful country. As many of you may be thinking, “Wow uh..Sahana..it’s nice you
are writing about our culture, but you don’t do these things yourself..!” Well yes, you are right. I
do a lot of these things when | am around Indian people and when | am at Indian festivals, but on
a daily basis...NO!

WE WISH THE READERS A VERY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS PONGAL

Bank of India
Relationship beyond banking
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G)Jdr@eua'ﬂ HEOIEN6N 2 VHECH HHFH QUTETLSLY CEHTERIL SLODBHT(H. SibhG

@mest Gl iquimest, QuUmWIT  QUOMAl  Leveu 2 euienel "LDHHEI"  6T60TM
SIFGMTEHH6L (PHGHTE 10 GMENT&ET CLPEVLD BHLO&HEG (BN QIHSEH M. 2 w16
6T6OTLIG| eum(pLd 2 uNflevTmiGenmed 2 L Q&mememiu@wn Sl omeer HMILD HijLoL
QUIT (R L_Semer GM&GLD. 2_uNflesTmigen UMTEHEG Gy emeuwLiment
F5815HMaTLLD Cauemen QFILINGMNEGHS CHEMEUUITET  QMMEMELIILD 2 6uwT6)I60
QoHCH QuMFeTmer. Qemeu QUTHIOUTSH QNVMIG HLEVG HTEU] CLHELSHHEL
AGHCH CQUMLUILI(HSHETMeT.

BLD  6UIG  eTeoTeuTeUTeITEYID QL COTHENLIDTENT 2 60016 2 GG
PSEWILDTETSTGLD. BHTLD HEOTMTSH 2_HuemId LILFSHS6L 2 L 6L Hevd GHMME HS
IHNMS BHLEOD UTHSTEHES (WDigU|D. Bl ChHIHSHISHE SHemeLINeLeVMLOEYILD
SACITHEHLLTEaD  QB&HS (WPIQUWD. 266 WLOHMID SO ML
QULSSLTeN ChrHHL FTUNBEUSH HELEL LIPSHSLD. 2 cmwiened Haum all(hSHeILDd
9LV YCITHHWIDMHM 2 cwlened 2 D CUTHID BRIGET SHeMeTLILTS
2 IS QHMLHRIGSHDTHET S16L6VGI D6V N(WPSSHHHDS 2 eenmaifjser.

2_iGed W(hG WHHCH 2 606 6T60TM) BHLD (PETCEIMISHET UGG 2 61T6r6ul).
SIEMQIMS 2 _6HUIL_IT6D GUETLDTES GUITLOGVITLD.

“lb‘cﬂ@m’) GoPUPayd Bpmil GaFulyd mrGeony

aual @poeon erdoanlu ewdim
SHMeUG| BIOUPMLUI 2 @D CFIILSEID eTasH@G GCLDEL Falq6TTEY|LD
GEMDHSTVID W([HSHGHIU HICLM] UGHS UMD , LNGHWD, &HUD (LPGEOIL
cpemId Chmem QFWILD. MG Beosems GCuemil  SMULF BHLD SHeMeLLITUI
SL_6DLOWIMGLD.
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o L 1bumy Sifluflest 2 uNgmy Sipleury
HLbLL QUOUIEhEhTEuTLD G&IeLD LOML LTIy
2 L LdemU euUeMfHGLD 2 umid HMHGCSH

2 L LdemU 6uenf&HGHe0T 2_ Uiy eueniysCsGest

gouj  @@mbeTed  HMCer  AFHTL. &
SlaTeUmes 2 6016 WMMID 2 LM LUIDH&  (Ih
SAmULL 6T amp eIl QIG&ELD. eLp
"9 | 60 euenyuGUTD 2 ufij euemuGLUmLD &
aD HBwoNa bl @hs
QUIHST 2 eEHID EUATLDTE QML
[pLOLDTeVM6DT  eTalll  (LPmMeW!  LN6TTLUMMEVMD.  6T6M& L&  (LPIGUITLD6D
GumentmeIld UFeUTUNELEMEL BHLD BHTsnel WL (KD L SHH6OIMTEL GI6HTLILD 6UNTS)
6160TM| LIL (LP6OTGeuTTI&HeT BLD&HEG SiMe ] Faml QHSHADTTHET. QHeL "Hr
61601LIG CUESHSG WL (KD 6o 2 ewiaNHGD QUIT(HHEILD.

BT HeNETHSHTEL (LPIGIWITHE €R6TMID E6LEm6V.

1. (PG6OI6L "UHGH LA" 616N FaMMISHEG Qewihis LAGHHTeL L (HGLD 2 6voreuor
Geueioi(BLd. OETHMSHTE 2 6L ML BHLOGHSG Hl6oTULD HTedT LOIEhGLD.

2. 2 6ooiemed &MV GBI Lig 2 6votesnl Geuevor(h'LD.

3. SltiM| GG LSl 2 cuotemer 2 cgotennr Gerevur(hLD.

4.(1p6oTGeuTTI&HET ammILiLilg. LD 2 6ualled (LPedlensaEenen G&IdHGISH6Smerer
Geuetor(hLD.

BITD SO LD FEOHOSGLD FNLOUINISHE CHemeuTesT Lisveumsnm HLd el iq 651
WHMGHH6L (LIM6LSEN) EUEMTESHEVMLD. Sl6TLD HEILD HLD FEOLOUIGD SHEDIGUWITHEYLD
SCITHEELLTEa|D QEHEGD. 2 L0 LD eearm Cleuafuiled Q&FLMFMG
ugleons @Qemers MG CBhIWL eHISHEITC
Gurglomesrgl. @LiLlg QUIMENSU|L 63T 6265 6UITLY
Qg Sl auLf.

weLed , SMICeulfenev , y&leoim , UL SHeni
UMBSHemeT  HOl  QHMLIgUNGeL  6UATTESEVILD.
Qeumismd , GasUL , ULl Lmesen, GumeTm &l
. QUMEBEHMETLLD  BTHHAMEGS — gomeuTml  [bD
il 13CeuCWl eueN&SH6VMD. QG660 BHLOSHEG SH6oILD

HEOTLD LIGEOILOUITETT 2_6T016) SH6MENT 2_630T650T6VIMLD.

BMD SSIOTLLD el 60 2 LCWITHSGGWD &M SHeoilgefler sLlsneusd Qsmeso®
QUIMens 2 b HWMHESEOMD. S (b LURIG &Ml SHLH6L 60T CLpETM LIRIG
SMUbHS QeNeLEHEMETILILD HTHGHSHMGW|D CEFTHG 626 QUi eumeiluNed sneus s



Heold  Flevild  Siend Kol  eILLMeL 2
SI6LELG)| 3 THHHL QUIMENS 2 LD U
@Qgemed B el iger &6y uTHWITS
GMMU|LD. Q&ML FMHMIFHLOL LNGHISTEHS
u@. BMD  QubemsuiLld  QEhH
d05FHME SGHILCL 2 flul  (pemmuiled
Q&M(h&&6e0MD. @ILILIG ep6lClUT([H el 1q.enIh
QewgmeL SMUsSMGeMNT alsney GmMDbE
&GO HLOMID UTHSESTOED @\([HEHELD.

BID (LD SETENENSHE 6JHTEUF  EUMHRIS
Qar(hés CeoleuBLd eT6m) HlemesriGUITLD.
SmHCUTEL  ¢J6sT  BID Qb QuIMHens

SOTEMENEGD  CETHESHEFLNGH 2 QaTHSHS (P UWONELMEL  6T6TDTEVID

ugeumuNevemey SIfIGSMOEL @HLIGCUTGLD!

TMVS FOODS

THE INDIAN SUPERMARKET

134-0088, EDOGAWA-KU, NISHIKASAI 5-8-5-108
TEL / FAX. 03-6808-6011 MOBILE 080-3310-9409

www.tmvsfoods.jp

Email : tmvsfoods@yahoo.com

Importer of all types of Indian spices
We deliver all over japan.
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Tel/Fax: 03-5605-2107
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Ram Chakrabarty
Branch Manager
ram@newindia.co jp

| Shimonoseki
06-6262-5471

*Movable All Risks
=Personal Accident
*Overseas Travel PA

*Liability Insurance
NEW INDIA ASSURANCE

Sub Branches :

Fukuyama

Asahikawa
RESOURCE PERSONS FOR RELATIONSHIP

Regional Office,Tokyo

03-5326-7587

S.Pradhan.
ceo@newindia.co.jp

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Okayama

Japan Regional Office: STEC Joho Bldg., 22F
1-24-1, Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku TOKYO 160-0023
Please visit us at www.newindia.co.jp

Branches
Hiroshima

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.
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*Marine Cargo Insurance

*Householder's Insurance
Regional Office,Tokyo

03-5326-7603
dy.ceo—hor@newindia.co.jp

*Fire Insurance
*Motor Insurance

Services:
Seshagiri
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GMHGT LOMOILILD 6n@GTT LML Lg U LD
erogerv  BeumerihSLd

FMHSHM: MCEVIT... 6rO@GIIT eromeurm? Hireor FMHHT CLFCMEDT.

OGN MG FMHSM.....spaudleromadLfl! (ohisashiburi). 6TLiLG @)(H&ECSH?

EMHST: BHTetT QFMSHWILD. Fris QFamSEHwLm?

V@I HeLeLT Q\(H&ECH6. fF 2a(HEGL CUTUNBHEHCW, cTetTerr NCFaLD?

EMHST  QuUflem cauamid @evenew. Q61 eomav el GéEU  GuTuIL (),
2 MEYSSMIRHIGEN6 62(h ML LTl B, DM ail1q6d Q&HTEHFLD HSHSLMED)
QB G uUbhHTEFE. Geum eT6oT6ul.

erOG M eMUINRI? Heoflom?

MHGM: LDLD....HeLEOWTI6L L QL (B G BTEHELELTONED HeWd CUMRISK-sW)| €2 (I 6L 6VuTL_
8 BEMmSGSL GUMLEUHGCHET. SULMLD PSS GUTeL LOUTNGOTLILLEDIULD 6TL L LI
uUMj&Sm&a. LUMLL G eTebeomid i FmjR! QmGE eTeimeor Hluav?

rOG@N: 61607607 [HILLL6MV...6T6VHOQEHT BLHSHG. SH(HOINI UMTHEST Qb 'NCL' Hmeot
PM-818 eubhg HSHADM]. 62(h USSLD suicide rate IS SHLMUNHSHES. SHle(LD 62(1h
'DleoTelest  BQST (Tuiled  edsoomg iledT SGMIECE  ANPBSI  SMCISTENEV
CIFILIG/CI5IT6IT62S)). GTTQETTT(H LIGSLD, 83% QLILIMEIL &S, LNMbSTeL Lt (HLd
japanese-,&5 5601 LNM&S I(HLOLSDTTSHETTD! TV FJGeu CFTLHAME!!

FMHSM: Sy FHMS! &ifl, U(H6S HMLEUNL 2 MG epCGeromedl (big house cleaning)
6TELEUITLD (LPIafh &I, QIBeLLI NIMLUILGE 6Uh LNeTenensanud CLUTHESLObHnS S|
&6U6tNH G NI tired pHUNHLTRISGCET...

@GN epGeromedl LWl 6. 601 Serfeoilil 6T6L6LMD (PIGHG HemL Hulled
aQIGILOHEUT-6m6Y (Shimenawa: L& SHT6oI(H sUTGaUML] SIEVMISBITT 6UEMENILILD) 6UTE 6016V
M IQUIGID €(h HeLeL .~1ie0lfis. SIULUDMD CUISGLHMSSHEMENL LITTHSSHILD
SemenLGLeveLmd UMHCH CUITEFS:.

EMHHT: QHTOASION ((Otoshidama: GLPHENGHEHEHES CUIIUIQITSHET L& ST6uorg.60
QaTH&GLD SlsTUafly &m&) Caln GH&SIGLD...

rOGNIT: QYLOM, H6J HEUNT GHEHCHEM! 'eVRIGT HFH'-6m)| QFTELM (LLGH6EL CLHEIY) HIT6IT
U6uIDd Q66| GIFWISHTEL UIHEQD LUIT QFe06 -l CFTLAIMRS... QMdLD.
2 616GS QFFLDT? HIT6T S6tTesT GLHMSIIT QBHS STLSHHEL HTEFELEVITLD
QaM(H&s WMLLMMHG. 'GLTES ST LG QU(Hee SeTUILL. g Sleuelerney
ELPFACUITL eUMRISLIGUTLD.

EMHST: QUCUT 61hS GLOHMGHHSG CLomed Calgmid? 'GomEs'-mim Cuijev @ 'GHLD'
AGBHST UTRISLILMRIS.

@I meLeLm Q&FMeTGerT. HULMLD, QHS 'L & WG Q[HECS.....

FMHSM: HCGH60T60T DL & WGILD..?

GG LGl UGS SIED BITLD ST (LPHEL &H63T6). B HELEL &HevTelUT QbHST SibS
QUIHEQLD LLIT HELELT Q(Hh&GSLI ¢(h BHLOLNGHMS.

&MHGM: 61601601 LOTHNF [HELEL H6oT6Y?



er@GIm: Q&FH - H H&M ervest B&LN...(ichi Fuji, ni taka, san nasubi)

FMHSM: QLDGIEUT..CILDGI6N....

rVGIT: SIBHMEUF, HELEL H6UT6) HLOLIT 62607 ~.L| 83 LD6MEL. 2 WIFLDTSHELD HLDLIFLOTSELD
Q&G MtFuji LI BID eUTPSHMSUND 2 WIFCeUMLD; Q6L TEUS ‘ST
FTUG H(PG. S(PG CUMDOL VLITRISTET Lmenel. BTIAL g Gumeo
LeLSCHTL QHLIGUMTLD; SenL ST 'HE' - S&HSFSSMTI.

FMHSM: HSHHF&HSMUM....7? QG Healled Geum eurs CHemeuwim?

OGN LIPMISTVHSHED, IFTeUGI 6TOHT &HTeLGHSL (Edo period) &HSFSSHMI 6 (1H
luxury 2 6oTelTs  @QU(HHSHSI. SIHEMEL, IF STl  UHSHTEL HLOSHG
G (HeQL_LD-61)| CIFTCLAUMRIS.

FMHoM: Cam.....

@NT: @&l CLUTS, JHG STELGHHEL 31-gLb CHS Qe 'EHTTLGeT (Treasure ship: 6J(L)
SHHegL QFINRIGMETS QST (HHGLD, LD QFeLeURISHT HedMHS €21
&LILIED) UL $H60& HMeLIMEHEG SilqUTled sneuds SHFGITeL Lg el(haedHSHleL
HELEL &63T6) GU(HLDEYI HLOLNGHENS Q(HHSHE).

FMHBM: 2 MIGEHHG HELEL &H6UT6Y 6JHMEUF).......

rUGIIT: ERETUYILD QUTENED. FHEHLDM GRS CevTeor.

EMHST: (AFIIL). SIUYDLD, UPSHWIT 2 MSHL L 66wy CHLSELD...

UG FMLOUIL GMILL STCer? CHL&HemeuGIsn| LIMT&HCHET...

FMHSM: LMIHMRISCET6T.... & LIUTLTTOSL 1g60 HemmWw! herbs Q(H&HE. Mostly western
herbs. LIMJerved, GLIENSEL, m&6i-61) LIVONHLD Q([H&E. 60T japanese herbs 618)I?
61651601 @Q(15&5&? €REVMEIILD GG FILIEN6V.

VGIM: QHSCH. 60T herbs-g8) Q&FmeoTesmGev, MHlemmul medicinal herbs  &mest
gLILmesfle.

FMHT: QHSW GHHS CLPEOlSSEET MHIf HTCT? 2 6uailed CaIHEM M
61510 @eLemeLGUIT?

OGN @ ([H&HG. HIT6dt W eV LT &lev herbs Geuetm QFTeLEMED. 'aQGerom QGfluld
@evsmeoulm?

FMHST: UTTSHEHECHE. SGeooneT @enev. @b UTHEESL 1960 QoL (h Gemev
Qameenen aNemeLSHG QHSHGSGLD, HHTCET...?

erVGI: CHHMe. Qeng &Mevlg6d GCFJEHGHELMD. GHM-L, (tofu) ol GEIHG saute
Qauig  smaflLeormd. @B - @emev V&K SLITEEG  HELEVGIHI
QEmeLMMMIS. emeusvL Him elGerom Gemevsnil 2 G GuTad (Umeboshi: plum pickle)
Q&I Wperv LetaTan|GeurLd.

FMHHM: Cami.... ULMLD..?

OGN 'eretiGerr. Q& C&TSHHL6060 LMHI RALTOACHTIL. HTeUG, QCHTL
@6mev ‘herb', gy6uTT &X1len g 'spice’! QH& Qemeveni Goeusemeaus g, LHGervm, Fij&&6mI
&VhG HMCSH QBT Q&HT-GeurL (take no ko: bamboo shoot) FMUNL  eliaQUIT



AmBs5GL. QCHTL aleng LeT@ ngerdled QHEGLD. MG Gervmiieromerdled
Couameald gl FJ&HHmI, 6romGld (sake) HeVHG HF@GHSM6evT (tsukudani) CFIGEUTLD.
&G Hev Gum_(® &MU 6OMLD. QUIMMISHSES Qrmbu [HELEVE).
SiuymL........ ero6iTGear Qumgeni WTS&HCHM (grilled chicken)GLDew ey Covedr.

FMHBM: L6 LIGGoreust Gerewuriq i) meor.

ero@nm: LIL&um (Mitsuba) Q(55S...

EMHSM: QHHLD. ubHS LHE6L Q&TSHHL6LE0IDI Hlen6sT&F g eUMRIS 6JLOMTHH (1 &HC&60T.

rOGN: Q&S HL6LE0 LOTSHIFIGIL H6TT6TSHTS SHL_ LIGHorestn & LILTN6D, FTELIG60 GITEUCVITLD.
[HELEV EUTFEMEUTILIT Q\(H&HGLD. HTedT HGL-UN6L(Nabe: One-pot cooking) GUIT(HGeU6DT.
GeQ-UNQILD Wey LI6vTeonIGeeT.

gnpsm: Geum.....?

OGN  ‘Qerofl’  (Seri). SIF &M 6UMS-GLd-herb WTHF. [5H5HMF &HHSLD
Qe bemTR&.  Brer  ‘Qervfl'emwl  GeuseneusgH — Heoieuisny  HeLEVT
NPEHAL B, 'Q&MOT SIGW (goma ae), IGTEUG IMIGSH| CILITI & 6T6lT, CEHTEhFLD
Geromil eromeny &eVH&| 6M6rvl 1969 GIFILIGEU6H. 61601 G(HOUSH6MTHEG CmDL
g @G LD.

FMHSM  SIUUMLD...HesT6nT QeURISTL  &EVJeL  Sheoim  Q&MEhFD  Quflgm
BA(H&CS...IWTem6sT aTMEV6V..

@G ICIWITST-m6u QEFTLMUIT? G @EpF family. raw-4,8 FTUN(HeUG CymbdL
H6LEVE)]. [HELELIT UGHHAIL &SHHFSHSHMT GLOew SETESHT HMISHI ICWITET, QB
afGerom grell rUNGGeumd. &uuj GLervl. WOIGUTSTaNL QLT Fal
Q&uweomLd.

EMHSM: SiL, HLOW LUKH) ISI..!

G LGl eU(HeeSH6T 7-4,0u8| BITe BT FTLULNEHM 'BITESIT G6rom en&I-eNgy|Lb
(7-herbs porridge) §60 herbs Q(h&&. SHS HEHH QUUNDMIGES CPTLDL HELEVE).

FMHSM: G WU Q&HHeme herbs Q(HECS...

er@&Im: Qetisnid Benmul QB65S. SIBSHS (Wemm Q&FTLCME.

gMbsm: eromfl, Qumbu ChIL HSHHSHL_CL 6. Bhig QFmetsn QrLNenw Lg)
6U(H625 Hl6L L_6miy LissotesorL GLTCmeT. SiLILIgGut @b& herbs-3 @b &F60ILOLIEO6D
GCaysGID UMfEsL CUTGMEDT.

@M QElg UMSSIL (R 6TLLG. QBHSSHIST Q&FTELY.

emham Bhe 661 ol (&EG @b BT SHEolqlUT eUJamId. HUGUT Q&g
& H'E5CMe0T.

@I euCHedt. f§ 'Wn&& N&F& CUMLHS HmGGUILELMD CHLSEDIGLD..... ‘&

FMHBMT: GIHE (LPET6TTeL CILMMISEOL FHHLIGUMTLD. ‘

erv@&Nm: Happy Pongal!

FMHSM: Qrmbu mestml. Bye.
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We speak your lingusge, Hindi, Bengal, Punjabi, English and Japansse

JET AIRWAYS

DELHI / KOLKATA
MUMBAI / CHENNAI
opemticket | ONE WAY

From 1st FEB. tll 31st MAR From 1st FEB. 1lll 318t MAR.

99000..38000.

Japan e-Tours TEL: 03-5405-4054 soitbank: 080-3491-4426
Lic. No. 14737 Co., Ltd [E-mall: kumar@etours.]p ©

“Theaa faras do nct inchuide waakend and fual surchanges. “Prices may vary dapending on fravel dates.
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STWTC. P FJ62)600T 60T

R HTsHH0 Fpisrefiumiser wl HGw @)mGs LWL 2 ewreurs (Q)(HbSe.
@) erewmsECs ... F DMLY W THS T L Py Teslw BIFemGTL LITGLILIG)
NsTRAN L g 9fF 1B eugsTar OFemgaid eTeTED  BleveTLiie,
TWPFHaTIL FpiFraiwmISear bps5s YIOLISSSISTS, Q)RTwDSHS ILp,
LGTSSTIT 6Tl Yewastau(hs@GCw Lwalls Crruisersd pEFw smgesiuns
Il 19 (3BEDSI. QSF®FWF & Lpadled, FNISTWBISWaT, FaITE FLPeVIS G
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Chandhan Rangarajan

On this festive occasion for Tamils, would it not be appropriate to reflect upon some of the devout women
saints from Tamilnadu who sublimated their lives into one of service and dedication. Among these were
reputed poets, some were crowned queens and a few others have been celebrated in Tamil literature and

folklore.

Vasuki (1st century ) - wife of Tiruvalluvar, the author of Tirukkural,
was married very early in life. Vasuki was the blossom of Indian
womanhood and a model for all women. God came to her in the
form of her husband and by serving him, she has become

immortalized in legend and literature.

Karaikkal Ammaiyar (5" century) also called Punitavati was the
saint of Karaikal, also called the Mother, a canonized Saivite saint .
She has immortalized her experiences in 143 beautiful songs
which are included in Saivite hymn books. The songs are
supremely inspired, being the natural and soulful outpourings of
an extremely joyous yet simple being, who had a blissful

experience of divine manifestation.

Andal (8th century) adopted daughter of Periya Alvar was also
called Goda. Being an 'incarnation of Bhudevi', her love
spontaneously flowed towards Vishnu. She has sung more than
a hundred songs on the theme of her love for the Lord and they
are known as her Thirumozhi or sacred words. In the
Thiruppavai hymn, Andal, as a Gopika in Ayarpadi, emphasizes
the ultimate goal of life is to seek surrender and refuge at the
Lord's feet. Initially the Gopis request Krishna for the 'Parai' and
other materials needed for fulfilling their vow which they observe
in the month of Margazhi. But towards the end of the hymn the

request assumes philosophical tones, where she says their only

wish is to serve Him at all times, vividly describing the
permanent bond between the Paramatma and the Jivatma.




Avvai (8th century AD) was a very popular bard who went about the
courts of local chieftains singing their praises and befriending them.
Early upbringing by a wandering minstrel seems to have given her the
wanderlust and made her a singer and a poet. Her words were pearls

of wisdom and Godliness, helping the people towards a higher spiritual

life.

The following quotes from Aathichoodi illustrate the simplicity of her

style and profoundness of the messages:

Uyir Ezhuthu g&g@gm English translation
3l SIMLb Q&Fw N Intend to do right things
3, ShMi6uG| Hl6uTLd Anger should be cooled off or calmed down
8 Quicbeug srGeued Help others based on your capacity
T FrFeug) 660 &GEH60 Never stop aiding
2 2 6L WG eNembCued Never boast
o6l 215D G| M&HNGL 6D Never give up enthusiasm
6T 616001 s‘r@’&,gﬂ 8&GLpeL Never degrade learning
6] gmug Q&S Begging is shameful
0 uIBIL (B 26t Share what you eat
@ @UUT Qeum(pd& Be virtuous
] 25015 @LAGUIE Never stop learning or reading
&6 epenewih GUGHeL Never gossip
31.-.56h F(HECHED Never compromise in food grains

Saints have left their footprints on the sands of time, so that others, who are true and faithful, may follow
their track in search of the Eternal Truth. Their lives will ever remain an inspiration to us. Their glory has
ever been green in our memory. Their teachings have ever flowed with the tide of life and serve as a model

for leading life in this world.
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Related Japanese words
ShiE . L7299, SHINA USU - Scarce or Shortage
BEE - 5 < » 9, RAKU NOU - Diary Farm

\ Hope the situation of BUTTER becomes BETTER. J

These days butter has become very scarce in Japan.“
seems one of the main reasons for this is butter production at

Hokkaido, which is known as king of dairy farming has
[ .5"1‘1(5—0)
&34 <z

considerably come down this year.




Srirangam

Travelogue

Sudha Vinod

Did you know that the temple-town of
Srirangam is actually an island? Flanked
between Kaveri and Kollidam(distributary of
Kaveri), Srirangam hosts the Sri
Ranganathaswamy Temple, the first, foremost
and the most important of the 108 main Vishnu

temples (Divyadesam).

Temple

The Chola kings namely Dharmavarcholan and Killivalavan developed the shrine into big temple as
seen now. They have laid the Basic foundations and primary buildings. The temple complex is 156
acres in extent. It has seven enclosures (prakaram). These enclosures are formed by thick and huge

rampart walls which run round the sanctum. There are 21 magnificent towers (gopuram) in all providing

a unique sight to any visitor. .

Out of seven enclosures(prakarams), four are seen inside the temple premises and three are outside.

These are namely Uthra Street, Chitra Street and Adayavalanjan Street.

There are 21 gopurams in the temple. The Vellai gopuram (white tower) on
the east side of the fourth enclosure has a steep pyramidal superstructure
that reaches a height of almost 44m.The Rajagopuram (shrine of the main
gateway) is the second tallest temple tower in Asia among which the
towering 236-feet. The 73m high 13- tiered rajagopuram dominates the
landscape for miles around, while the remaining 20 gopurams were built
between the 14th and 17th centuries. The gopurams have pronounced
projections in the middle of the long sides, generally with openings on each
of the successive levels.

This Rajagopuram was consecrated in March 1985 and various state
governments, religious institutions and eminent personalities including
maestro llayaraja contributed to its construction through generous

donations.




Ayiramkal Mandapam (1000 Pillar)

The great hall is traversed by one wide aisle in
the center for the whole of its greater length, and
intersected by transepts of like dimension
running across at right angles. There still remain
seven side aisles on each side, in which all the
pillars are equally spaced out. The Garuda
Madapa (hall of the legendary bird deity of
Vishnu, garuda) located on the south side of the

third enclosure is another Nayak addition.

The 1000-pillared hall made of granite was

constructed in the Vijayanagara period

congruous among such weird surroundings.

The structure of the rajagopuram remained incomplete at the base (‘kalkaram’, 17 meters high), for over 400
years. Started during the reign of Achyuta Deva Raya of Vijayanagar, the construction was given up after the
king's death and apparently was not resumed owing to some political preoccupations or crisis. The length and
breadth at the base of the Rajagopuram is 166 feet and 97 feet, while the length and breadth at the top is 98 feet
and 32 feet. Befitting the gargantuan dimensions of the structure, every one of the 13 glistening copper 'kalasams’

atop the tower weighs 135 kg and measures 3.12m (height) by 1.56m (diameter)

(1336-1565) on the site of the old temple.
The pillars consist of sculptures of wildly
rearing horses bearing riders on their backs
and trampling with their hoofs upon the heads

of rampant tigers, seem only natural and

A comparison with other Temples reveal the magnificence of the Sri Ranganathaswamy temple:

Name of the temple Area (m?) Location Century Dynasty
Sri Ranganathaswamy 631,000 Trichy 9 — 13th century Chola
Thillai Nataraja 160,000 Chidambaram 9 — 12th century Chola
Annamalaiyar 101,171 Tiruvannamalai 9th century Chola

Exist from at least
Ekambareswarar 92,860 Kanchipuram 600 AD
Jambukeswarar 72,843 Trichy
Meenakshi Amman 70,050 Madurai 7th century
Vaitheeswaran 60,780 Kumbakkonam
Tiruvarur
Thyagarajaswamy 55,080 Tiruvarur 9th century Chola
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Off the beaten path in the Blue mountains
Archana Javaraman

Holiday season has hit Japan and predictably all the hotel prices have gone through the roof. For
backpackers (like myself), one can only reminisce about how holiday trips back home used to
be. One such unforgettable trip was to the Nilgiri Mountains. Now those of us who have lived
anywhere in or near Tamil Nadu or Kerala always cringe our noses if somebody mentions the
Nilgiris as over the years it has become synonymous with the two (in)famous hill stations Ooty
and Coonoor, singlehandedly responsible for bringing droves of people up the mountains. But if
you are willing to tread off the beaten path a little, the Nilgiris, also called the Blue Mountains,
will show what pristine natural beauty is actually like.

Before | divulge my secret hideouts, | want to give a little background about the area. The
Nilgiri mountain range is situated in the western part of Tamil Nadu state, at the junction of
Kerala and Karnataka in south India. The mountains are a part of the larger Nilgiri Biosphere
reserve, recognized by UNESCO. Apart from the rich flora and fauna of the area, the Nilgiris
are also home to some of the most ancient tribes, which have lived in harmony with nature over
many years. The major tribes which can still be found in the area are the Todas, the Kotas, the
Irulas and the Kurumbas.

My trip to the reserve began from Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu, up the mountains to visit the
Sullivan memorial. The memorial is the refurbished bungalow of the then Coimbatore district
collector, John Sullivan, who tirelessly championed the cause of the natives of India. The house
contains an exhibition about the vivid facets of the natives of the Nilgiris and also houses the
Nilgiri Documentation center, which is a great source of information on life in the Nilgiris. The
memorial is located in the idyllic town of Kotagiri, which also has the Rangaswamy pillar close
by, which is sacred to the Irulas. It is a single rock, which looks challenging, but actually is
unclimbable. Also, do visit the tribal research center, about 10 kms from the Ooty bus stand.
This facility houses a museum which has everything you need to know about tribes from Tamil
Nadu and the Andamans, with life size replicas of the houses, weapons and clothes of the
different tribes.

0
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Toda boys in their traditional hand woven shawls P R adfional attire,

(from the Tribal Museum, Nilgiris)

The most exciting thing however, was the endless hiking trails that are around the area. One such
trail is the Longwood Shola, located 3km away from Kotagiri town. It is a trail protected for its
immense flora and fauna, by the people themselves. One can spot the extremely rare Indian flying
fox and the resident family of about 20 bisons, although try and avoid the rainy season, that’s when
the leeches come out. Another breathtaking trek is in the Mukurthi National Park, near upper
bhavani. It is the major protected area of the Nigiri Tahr (state animal of Tamil Nadu), although the
park houses a few numbers of the Tiger and the Asiatic elephant. While you are in the area, try
biking all the way to the Bhavani river origin point at the top of the mountain.

My efforts were in vain though, they close the gates to the point before dusk and the rain can play a
spoilsport. But nothing gives you a better adrenaline rush than biking through stretches of empty
mountain roads. Last but not the least, Silent Valley park is a must visit, which still is on my India
bucket list!

So the next time you are in this beautiful place, dare to venture further than Mudhumalai, the
lake and the rose garden. Because real beauty is in the unexplored and real fun is in going out
there and seeing things for yourself.




space NeWws

Vanisree Vairavan

While walking on the crispy colourful foliage, gazing at the blue sky,
feeling the warmth of the soft shine from the rising sun......
I always feel....what a beautiful piece of art by God!!! Yes, we all
would have surely said these words whenever we come across the
stunning beauty of the nature around us.

These simple thoughts have grown further and led to questions
like how was earth created? How life came into existence? How was
this universe formed? etc. etc.

When astronomers think about these questions.....they look for
answers into the space. Numerous studies and expeditions into space
are going on all around the world to find answers for these questions.
2014 witnessed major achievements which can lead to these
answers. Following is the run through major achievements in the

astronomical world.

1] Rosetta Mission : (ESA)

You all would have heard about

comet touch down by Rosetta’s comet
lander Philae, which became a
sensational news. Rosetta was launched
on March 2", 2004 by European Space
Agency ESA on a decade long journey to
chase a comet 67P.

Comet is a moving object in space, usually made up of stone and ice.
Its very active and travels all around the space at enormous speed.
This was the toughest part of the mission....chasing a moving object in space!!
Comet’s path is extremely difficult to predict, it gets super active at times
and the hardest part...no idea about the terrain on the comet. Rosetta has made a remarkable
achievement of going as close as 10 miles to comet 67P and is giving us high resolution

pictures of the comet.



After going that close, Rosetta launched
Philae, the comet lander as it was
extremely dangerous to land Rosetta on
the uneven terrain of the comet. Philae
landed but tumbled down as it couldn’t fix
all its three legs on the comet. Philae is
inactive right now as its solar panels are
not getting sunlight to get power. The

moving comet will come close to sun in

March 2015 and Philae will become active again!!! Philae will be looking for

organic compounds and amino acids on the comet and help us get a better idea
of the beginning of life on Earth

2] Orion space craft : (NASA)

The next sensation in space world was the
successful flight test of NASA's new

spacecraft Orion in December 2014.

It can take humans farther into
space than they’ve ever gone before.
Orion's next milestone will be a 2018

flight beyond the orbit of moon.

3] Hayabusa 2 : (JAXA)
Hot space news in Japan was the

successful launch of Hayabusa 2 on a
mission to collect samples from an
asteroid located between Earth & Mars.
This will help study the origin and
evolution of the solar system as well as

materials for life



4] Mangalyaan : (ISRO)

When it comes to space research, India is one of the forerunners in this

field.The whole world witnessed India’s crowning achievement to reach Mars in its first

attempt and the 15t Asian country to achieve this feat.

We must be really proud of our bright team of astronomers working to achieve

things which the whole world will look up to India for its excellence!

atmosphere and acquire
photos.

The trip to Mars takes about
300
days. Mangalyaan reached
Mars on September 24, 2014
after completing the long
journey.

Mangalyaan, which is the size of a
Tata Nano car was built on a
budget of 74Million $ which is only
1/10™ of what US spent on its
Mars mission.

India has sent the first methane
gas sensor to Mars. The
presence of Methane gas can
lead to signs of the presence of
carbon-based

life forms similar to earth

All the above are tiny steps towards man's big dreams to explore & know about

the universe and eventually find places where life may exist!!!!

Hope the coming years be as successful as 2014 was, for the world of astronomers.
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Anjana Govindarajan

It is the second semester of my junior year- piled up
with excessive amounts of homework, myriad
amounts of standardized tests to take, so many
extra-curricular activities to take part in, yet | have to
maintain my academics. What is all this for? This is
all so that | can get into a good university.

WORLD
UNIVERSITY
~—— RANKINGS

The term “good university” can differ according to
individuals, but to my standards, a good college is a
university within the top 100 of the QS World
University Ranking, and/or an acceptance rate of
less than 20%. 28 universities from America and 18
universities from the United Kingdom made it into the
rankings. Japanese Universities that are in the top
100 of the QS ranking include: University of Tokyo
(31st), Kyoto University (36th), Osaka University
(55th), Tokyo Institute of Technology (68th), and
Tohoku University (71st). No universities in India are
ranked in the top 100; yet, Odd? You may ask.
Where are the prestigious 1ITs? By delving into the
methods in which the QS produces their rankings, we
can discover why some of the most prestigious
universities are not in the rankings.

Indians refer to Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) as
the best university in India, with a record breaking
acceptance rate of 2%. Supposedly the best IIT, the
Indian Institute of Technology Bombay is hovering up
at 222nd place, and lowest in the rankings was Indian
Institute of Technology Guwabhati standing at around
575th place. Why?

So Many
College Options

- Where To Go?

The QS World Ranking Committee uses the

following indicators and weights to calculate the

rank of each university;
Academic Peer Review  40%
Global Employer Review 10%
Citations Per Faculty 20%
International Student Ratio 5%
International Faculty Ratio 5%
Faculty Student Ratio 20%

Although the Employer Reputation is highly rated
with a surprising 100.0 points out of 100, IIT lacks
international involvement and scored poorly with 2.6
points out of 100. Upon research, | found out that the
only way to apply for all the IITs is to sit their entrance
exam, even for international applicants. Because of
this, despite the great reputation within the country,
foreigners are unaware of such institutions.

In order to increase international applicants, | think
that universities in India should accept common
applications- application that include the average
grade point averages of their high school career,
their SAT/ACT scores, scores of standardized tests
that measure English proficiency such as the TOEFL,
teachers’ letters of recommendation, and an
application essay. Since all international high school
students seeking for undergraduate courses follow
these application guidelines, it will be easier to apply
to other universities like the IITs, for instance, using
these guidelines.

As I'll have to apply to selected universities soon after
the summer, I'm starting to look for universities that
match my intended major, interests, and goals. |
hope | settle to a “good university” after some
thorough college-hunting and submitting a

successful application!



Karthik
Vairavan

Violin, also called as fiddle in some parts of the
world, is a four stringed instrument played with
a bow. Violin belongs to the string instruments
family. Other members of this family are Cello,
Double Bass and Viola.

The violin’s body is made out of timber. The body of
the violin is polished. The metal strings are made out
of steel. The bow is made from hairs of horse tail or
nylon. Violin is a very expressive instrument.

People say violin is the only instrument that makes
the most nearest sound to the human voice. This is
because of the unique sound it gives out including the
vibrato (the shake of the sound) and the speed of
notes played by professional players makes it very
close to the human voice. The only rival close to violin
is the piano.

Different styles of music like Jazz, Folk, Melody,
. : . Rock and Indian classical can be played with the
. " violin. It is fun playing the violin and I want to become
" e w3 professional.

4 Strings
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List of Albums from each music
director mentioned in 2014:
A.R. Rahman — Kochadaiyaan, Kaaviya
Thalaivan, Ai, Lingaa
Santhosh Narayanan — Jigarthanda,
Madras, Cuckoo,
Enakkul Oruvan
Anirudh Ravichander — Velai llla
Pattadhari, Maan
Karate, Kaththi,
Kaaki Sattai
D. Imman — Yennamo, Yedho,
Tenaliraman, Ennathan
Pesuvatho, Sigaram Thodu,
Oru Oorula Rendu Raja,
Jeeva, Kayal, Vellakaara
Durai
Ghibran — Thirumanam Ennum Nikkah,
Amara Kaaviyam
Sean Roldan — Vaaya Moodi Pesavum,
Sathuranga Vettai,
Mundasapatti, Aadama
Jaichomada
Harris Jayaraj — Yaan, Idhu Kathirvelan
Kadhal, Nannbenda
uvan Shankar Raja — Vanavarayan
Vallavarayan,
Thirudan Police,
Anjaan, Poojai, Vai
Raja Vai, Idam Porul

Yaeval

G.V.Prakash — Naan Sigappu Manithan,

Saivam, lrumbu Kuthirai,

Darling

HOW TAMIL FILM MUSIC FARED IN 2014

Nishad Govindarajan

This year was a mixed one in Tamil film music. While AR Rahman has
showed great consistency over the course of the year, Santosh
Narayanan produced some very catchy music and Anirudh entertained
his fans again and again, many other music directors failed to reach the
heights they did in the past. Vijay Antony and G.V.Prakash had both
ventured into acting, and Harris Jayaraj and Yuvan succumbed to the
pressure they were put under (in exception of Yennai Arindhaal, a terrific
album composed by Harris Jayaraj, which was released on the first day

of 2015). Let us look at the year in Tamil film music in more detail.

AR Rahman had released four albums, which is a bonanza,
considering that he only released three albums (in Tamil) in the previous
three years. In April, the much awaited Kochadaiyaan was released, after
a two year wait. The wait was worth it though, as he gave us some
extremely enjoyable songs in the album. The first two songs, Yenge
Pogutho Vaanam and Medhuvaagathaan, signalled that the talents of the
legend S.P.Balasubramaniam were not yet gone, despite his age. The
other songs were also very pleasing to listen to, with the picks of the
album being Maatram Ondruthaan, Manapennin Sathjyam, Idhayam, and
Karma Veeran. We had to wait four more months before the album
Kaaviya Thalaivan was released, although the first two songs (and
probably the two best ones) Yaarumilla and Vaanga Makka Vaanga,
were open to the public around three weeks before the full album actually
came out. Sandi Kuthirai and Aye, Mr. Minor are also great songs to
listen to in the Haricharan-dominated album. Around a month later came
the best album of the year, Ai Ennodu Nee Irundhal (both versions) and
Aila Aila are probably the picks of the album, although Pookalae Satru
Oyivindungal and Mersalaytten are also brilliant compositions, with the
latter being the most popular song of the album. Finally, in November, the
album Lingaa came out, but AR Rahman could not meet the expectation
of the public, with rumours saying that he only had four months to
compose the album, whereas he is usually given more than a year.
Despite this, he did give us two good songs, Mona Gasolina and En

Mannava.



The singer choices in these two songs were masterclass, as almost nobody expected Aditi Paul to make her
Rahman debut with En Manavva, and nobody could foresee the comeback of the Mano who once sang Muquala

Muquabla, at his peak in the 90’s.

The rise of Santosh Narayanan was evident by last year, and he improved on his previous year’s efforts to
actually get to the level of challenging Rahman as the top composer in Kollywood. In March, the album Jigarthanda
came out, in which the album was showered with praise. His best was yet to come however, as a month later, he
released the album Madras. In fact, it was so good, that it was compared to Rahman’s Kochadajyaan. The songs
Naan Nee, Madras, and Aagayam Teepiditha, were especially eulogized by the critics. He soon added even more
gloss to his wonderful year by composing another popular album, Cuckoo. The songs Manasula Soora Kaathey and

Kodayila were big hits and it was a fitting way to end the best year of his musical career yet.

Now, onto the public’s favourite music director, Anirudh Ravichander of Kolaveri fame. He did deliver hit
albums (in fact, all of his songs had so many views on YouTube), and he has become a favourite to many people in
India, but there were a lot of flaws to his year as well. Many of his tunes sounded way too familiar to his previous
compositions, and despite the fact that he hasn’t even reached the mark of composing ten albums, his songs are
already starting to sound repetitive. The songs of Maan Karate, Velai llla Pattadhari, Kaththi, and Kaaki Sattai were
immense hits and were likened by many people across Tamilnadu. Songs like Udhundhanga Sangu, What a

Karuvad, Selfie Pulla, and I'm So Cool captured the imagination of many music fans, even outside India.

One of the most underrated music directors in Tamil cinema also shone in 2014, a composer who goes by
the name of D.Imman. His first albums were brilliant, starting with the Vijay starrer Ji/la, which was a big hit,
especially the songs Jingunamani and Kandaangi Kandaangi. Then, he came up with one of his best albums ever,
Yennamo Yedho. The song Puthiya Ulagai was the best of five songs, although it went unnoticed unlike the songs
of Jilla. He then continued his fine form with brilliant albums like Oruv Oorula Rendu Raja and Kayal, and capped the

year off with Vellakaara Durai.

Ghibran and Sean Roldan both had impressive years with great albums such as 7hirumanam Ennum
Nikkah and Vaaya Moodi Pesavum largely enjoyed by the public. Corelli, originally a violinist, also had great
responses to his song and the background music in the movie Pisasu. Harris Jayaraj, G.V.Prakash, and Vijay
Antony disappointed us with albums such as /rumbu Kuthirai and Yaan telling us that the former stars were way past

their peak.

Overall, music in this year was good and bad at the same time, as the old stars faltered (except AR Rahman,
of course), and the new stars rose. This year could signal the start of a new generation in Tamil film music, as new
music directors like Sean Roldan, Corelli, and Santosh Narayanan are on the rise. Let us hope these talents keep

up their form for our enjoyment in 2015.
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Santa is a person who goes around the world
giving presents to kids around the world.

We don’t know how Santa looks because no
one has seen him. People just imagine that
Santa looks like a grandpa, maybe...... he is
young!

Do you think Santa is real? Is this Santa?
Has anyone seen Santa?
mmmm?

I don’t think so.
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Reader’s Feedback

Please send your comments and feedback
on Pongal 2015 Malar to
pongaljp@yahoo.com.

Tokyo Pongal Committee will be
celebrating its in 2016. If you
wish to contribute articles for next year’s

PONGALL 2016 Malar 2016, please send it by email as
above.

Acknowledgements & Notes

We wish to thank the contributors of the articles and pictures for their enthusiasm and
effort.

Cover Picture: Pongal 2015 Backdrop

Edited by: K. Govindarajan, Narayana Iyyappan (Prakash)
Design Support Nishad Govindarajan

Proof Reading Support: J Ramanathan, Arumugam and Saras Jeevanandam
Publisher Coordination: Narayana Iyyappan (Prakash)

Author Coordination Gowrishankar

All articles, pictures and content within this Malar unless stated otherwise, belong to the original
anthors. Any republication of these without their written consent is probibited.

§
§
z
§
s



mailto:pongaljp@yahoo.com

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM
HILARITY w4
DVnspining Tndulgence

FINEST BUSINESS GLASS HOSPITALITY IN CHENNAI

Agfiring

UNIIT OF AMRITHA GROUP



BarT I

N

Al A

v ¢ By (99
&40 (56 &8 S v
D &) (0 ) >
ST OO O -~ f'..' sl

|/
,.
&

SH— it — A } 4 : f:
WMGL?E% I MSG Japan g’&daj@_ MSG Holdings
P B 4 Corporation L e Abd Ak v
-~ » — y L i ‘

SHANKAR BROS,

. ‘ .\1&,--— 4



