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WE WISH THE READERS A VERY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS PONGAL
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Being brave is overcoming fear
You!can't.belbravelifyyouiarejnot{afraid:
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Ramanuja’s Relevance after Millennia

- By Sandhya Shrikanth

Hundred score years ago, there was a great seer who lived among us and walked the entire length
and breadth (from Kanyakumari to Kashmir and Dwaraka to Puri in Orissa) of this very land we
call our nation, to open the door of spirituality to the common people which was hoarded by
Brahmins during that era. He established easy ways to worship, uplifted the oppressed and
integrated the society through his compassion to mankind.

People sometimes become irrelevant even before their death, but for a man to hold his relevance
even after a 1000 years, is purely magical. For that either the man must be a messiah or a
compassionate administrator or a social reformer or a philanthropist or a great architect or a
spiritual guide who has lead, leading and will lead many in the path of eternal bliss. The great
acharya was all the above and much more, indeed Ramanuja was a polymath and is revered, even
today, by many for his capabilities.

Ramanuja was born in 11th century during tumultuous times, when India was invaded by Central
Asians and the Delhi Sultanate was established. Their suzerainty extended up to Deccan and
Golkonda being their southernmost point. Besides alien religion spreading its wing in Bharat,
Sanatana Dharma (Hinduism) was going through dark times because many self-appointed
acharayas and so called spiritual gurus with over-sized egos were interpreting Vedas and Vedantas
falsely and imposing their moronic thoughts on believers. These were the times when society was
also driven by false taboos, masochistic beliefs and people remained divided by caste strangling
humanity by their deeds and action.

Ramanuja’s arrival at this juncture not only saved the Vedic culture from the face of extinction but
also helped it move new spaces. Ramanuja empathized with the downtrodden and he instilled a
deep rooted belief in them that mankind is one, and no one is slave to none. He did this by setting
himself as a personal example and by his way of life. He included in his league many non- Brahmin
disciples and accepted Thirukachi Nambi as his guru, who was also a Non-Brahmin by birth. Thus
becoming a progenitor of “Hindu —Renaissance”.

Soon after Ramanuja was crowned as the spiritual leader for the entire Sri-Vaishnavite community,
he also was entrusted with duties of managing the Srirangam temple. The temple administration
needed major changes and his scheme involved people from every strata of the society. He brought
forth the proposal of accommodating the temple staff in quarters or conceiving socially relevant
schemes like annadanna which is being continued till this day. He codified ways of temple
administration and recorded in his book named “Koil-ozhugu”, which is followed even now in
temples down south. When modern day sociologists talk of inclusive growth, Ramanuja was pioneer

in India to think of inclusive spiritual growth.
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Few of the Brahmins in Srirangam didn’t like the reforms brought forth and tried to poison him.
Since he was man of no confrontations he bore all the conspiracies with silence and forbearing.
Being passive is a great strength, which can

metamorphosize people from within, so was the case with Thiru Arangathu Amudhanar, who
initially revolted against Ramanuja’s every ideology with regards to changes in temple
adminstration but later on became an ardent devotee and wrote the famous “Ramanujar
Nootrandadhi”, in praise of him. Ramanujar Nootrandhi is part of Nalayara Divyaprabhandam.
The column is incomplete without the mention of Kiraethoonur or Thondanoor (Mandya district in
Karnataka). Though the place is insignificant and inconspicuous, it boasts to be one of the towns to
showcase the architectural genius of Ramanuja. It is a simple and tactful design for capturing rain
water and irrigates 100s of acres of land. He built a simple earthen dam, strengthened with stone
pitching, on one side of the high land protected by mountains on all the other three sides. Then
canals were dug from these high lands, thus bringing the rainwater harvested to the agricultural
fields by the use of gravitational force. This has not only helped the farmers of yore alone, but also
helping farmers today, even during acute drought conditions, to irrigate their fields. This lake has
also helped in enriching the flora and fauna in the area. Many migratory birds are now seen in
these lakes as a result turning this as a scenic beauty spot too. So the lake has not only benefitted
the farmers, but also the birds and businessmen/ traders in the village. Who would have thought a
simple earthen dam can elevate the lives of so many even after 1000 years. This man-made lake
still stands in rural Mandya as a living proof of Ramanuja’s vision, engineering excellence which all

stems out of his compassion for his fellow human beings.

Ramanuja’s life and work is a proof that no caste, no creed, no religion is as important as humanity,
compassion to mankind and benevolence.
Below is a verse from Ramanujar Nootrandhadi in praise of the man who continues to teach us
lessons of altruism. So people all around the globe are gearing up for mammoth celebration of
1000th year of this awe-inspiring person on 1st May, 2017.
kArEy karuNai irAmAnusa! * ikkadalidaththil
ArE aRibavar * nin arulin thanmai ** allalukku

nErE uRaividam nAn vandhu nl ennai uyththa pin *

un
sIrE uyirkkuyirAy * adiyERku inRu thiththikkumFE

(O Ramanuja, Benevolent as the dark cloud! Who in this wide world can understand the nature of your grace? I was the very

hotbed of sin. On your own, you came and accepted me, Today your noble qualities are sweet as ambrosia to my lowly self's soul.)




Heartiest Greetings from
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The New India Assurance Co. Ltd.

(A GOVT. OF INDIA UNDERTAKING)
Japan Regional Office: 22F, STEC Joho Bldg.
1-24-1, Nishi—Shinjuku, Shinjuku—Ku TOKYO 160-0023

Services :
Y Fire Insurance Y Movable All Risks

Y Householder’ s Insurance Y Personal Accident
Y Shop Keeper’ s Insurance Y¢ Overseas Travel PA
Y Earthquake Insurance ¢ Liability Insurance

Y% Automobile Insurance Y Marine Cargo Insurance

NEW INDIA ASSURANCE

YOUR RELIABLE INSURER IN JAPAN FROM 1950
AN INDIAN MULTI-NATIONAL SINCE 1920 WITH PRESENCE IN 27 COUNTRIES
ENSURES LASTING CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP

RESOURCE PERSONS FOR RELATIONSHIP
N.Seshagiri Sharad Nair Babu Rajan U.V.
Dy.CEO, Japan CEO, Japan BM, Osaka
03-5326-7603 03-5326-7587 06-6262-5471

dy.ceo—hor@newindia.co.jp ceo@newindia.co.jp Osaka—hor@newindia.co.jp

Branches : Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Hiroshima, Sapporo, Okayama, Gifu
Sub Branches : Fukuyama, Iwakuni, Shiimonoseki, Himeji

Please visit us at www.newindia.cojp
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AIR INDIA 90 Days Open Ticket - VALID TILL 30JUN 2017 DEPARTURE-

Destination Air fare
BANGALORE ¥49,000~
KOCHI ¥49,000~

~ PUNE ¥49,000~
l AHMEDARAID ¥49,000~
AMRITSAR ¥49,000~

NOTE : T;XES & FUEL SURCHARGE NOT INCLUDED

Air India operating
Narita - Delhi on Wed. / Sat. / Sun / Mon. Osaka - Delhi on Tue. / Thu. / Sat.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

* Attractive one way fares also available *Buy tickets for only domestic
sectors also * Business class fares at attractive rates * We also issue
tickets for journey ex India

apan e-Tours |TeL: 03-5405-4054 softBank: 080-3491-4426

ic. No. 1-1737 Co., Ltd |e.mail: kumar@etours.jp &

“These fares do not include weekend and fuel surcharges. *Prices may vary depending on travel dates.
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YES, IT'S FOR
"EYERYONE”

Krishnakumar

Can you think of any outdoor activity that can be done by everyone (men,

NNING

5&:‘;}‘;@}? R v
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;

women, children), that can be started at any age (1 to 100+), that can be started at

any time of the year, at any time of the day or night, that does not need any equipment
(bat/ball/helmet), that does not need any ground or special playing field, that does not
require any special gear, that does not need any special training or coaching and more

importantly that does not require any talent? Yes, you guessed it right. It's running.

In other words, you can start NOW. Today. Tonight. You already know how to
do it. Everyone knows it. There are NO limitations, NO restrictions. Any age, any day,

any time, any duration, any speed. Full freedom to you.

To go back to the very beginnings, do you know why we, | mean Human race
itself, in its current form, are the only race that was able survive and thrive for all these
centuries — Yes it is because we can “Run”. Long before Nike and Adidas and even
for that matter, long before “shoes” were even invented, we all (men, women children,
elderly, healthy, sick) used to run and run better and faster. We used to Run to live,

run to eat.

Do you know that we can run longer than any species in the world? Yes, we
can run longer than a deer or a horse or even a Cheetah or any species in the world.

They have absolutely no chance against us.

In fact, there is some truth is saying that we are “Born to Run” and to make it
even more interesting, “we are born, because we can run”. This is the storyline/basis
of one of the most popular books written in this subject called not so surprisingly as

“Born to Run” by Christopher McDougall.

If all of the above doesn’t get you going, did you know, that Tokyo is the de-facto
Running Capital of the World. It's certainly the only city, where it's so safe that

“anyone” can run pretty much “anytime”, “anywhere”. Tokyo in a way is built for

running. ©




| can even bet that no matter where you are running, no matter at what time you are running, you
will always run into a fellow runner. | can also bet that there’s surely your colleague, your friend, your
neighbor who is part of this running entourage in Tokyo. Tokyo would never cease to amaze on this

regard.

By the way, its not just in Tokyo. Back home, in India, running is the fastest growing activity in
the last 10 years. Everyday thousands of new people (across all age groups) are discovering the joy of
running despite there being hardly any pathways to run, despite of it not being safe (especially for women
these days), despite having to compete with cycles, bikes, autos, buses and people for space to run,
despite the humidity and smog and pollutions in all our urban cities (Chennai, Delhi, Mumbai etc), not to

mention the chasing stray dogs. In that regard, you are so lucky to have none of these factors in Tokyo.

Now it's common for People to start “running” as a resolution, (especially given the beginning of the year
now), to lose weight, to get fit, to look good, etc. | suggest, “don’t” do this for any of these reasons,
instead “do it” just because you “can”. In the process its guaranteed that all the benefits to your health

will likely be reaped in automatically.

We spend so much time (out of the 24 hours that we all have every day) in doing so many things.
Work related, home related, school related, hobbies and special classes related (which are dime a

dozen), perhaps it's time to stop and reflect, and spend some time to do what we are “born” to do.

In my last about 2 %2 years running in Tokyo, even though | have met 100s and 100s of people
from different nationalities, It's almost a rarity to find a co-Indian runner. Have come across an Indian
runner just “once”. We have to change that. You have to, by starting “now”. Let’s be part of our own
Indian Tokyo Running group. If you want to get some insights / tips, (even though you need none and
you already know how to run), please contact me and am more than willing to respond to and help in
any way possible, perhaps organize a kick-off event and certainly can join in some starting running
sessions in any place of your choice (whether it’s in Nishikasai by the Rinkai-koen park, or around
imperial palace or in your own backyard park or waterfront or even gym), in any group size, for men,
women and children. Whether it’s for you or your husband or your wife or your son or your daughter, or

your father or mother or all of you together.

My journey into this amazing field has ‘just’ begun, about 10 years ago. It's time to start yours.

“Now”.
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10 Facts About the Titanic That You Don't Know
AARTHY RAHULGANESH

You may already know that the Titanic hit an iceberg at 11:40 p.m. on the night
of April 14, 1912 and sunk just over two-and-a-half hours later, but do you know
the following ten facts about theTitanic?

1. Cancelled Lifeboat Drill
Originally, a lifeboat drill was scheduled to take place on board the Titanic on
April 14, 1912 - the day the Titanic hit the iceberg. However, for an unknown
reason, Captain Smith canceled the drill. Many believe that had the drill taken
place, more lives could have been saved.

2. Only Seconds
From the time the lookouts sounded the alert, the officers on the bridge had
only 37 seconds to react before the Titanic hit the iceberg. In that time, First
Officer Murdoch ordered "hard a-starboard" (which turned the ship to port --
left). He also ordered the engine room to put the engines in reverse. The
Titanic did bank left, but it wasn't quite enough.

3. The Titanic's Newspaper
The Titanic seemed to have everything on board, including its own
newspaper. The Atlantic Daily Bulletin was printed every day on board
the Titanic. The newspaper included news, advertisements, stock prices,
horse-racing results, society gossip, and the day's menu.

4. Lifeboats Not Full
Not only were there not enough lifeboats to save everyone on board, most of
the lifeboats that were launched off the Titanic were not filled to capacity. For
instance, the first lifeboat to launch, Lifeboat 7 from the starboard side) only
carried 24 people, despite having a capacity of 65 (two additional people later
transferred to Lifeboat 7 from Lifeboat 5). However, it was Lifeboat 1 that
carried the fewest people - only seven crew and five passengers (a total of 12
people) despite having a capacity for 40.

5. Only Two Bathtubs
Although most passengers had to share bathrooms (only the two promenade
suites in first class had private bathrooms), third class had it rough with only
two bathtubs for more than 700 passengers.

32


http://history1900s.about.com/od/1910s/p/titanic.htm

6. Another Boat Was Closer for Rescue
When the Titanic began sending out distress signals, the Californian, rather
than the Carpathian, was the closest ship; yet the Californian did not respond
until it was much too late to help. At 12:45 a.m. on April 15, 1912, crew
members on the Californian saw mysterious lights in the sky (the distress
flares sent up from the Titanic) and woke up their captain to tell him about it.
Unfortunately, the captain issued no orders. Since the ship's wireless operator
had already gone to bed, theCalifornian was unaware of any distress signals
from the Titanic until the morning, but by then the Carpathia had already
picked up all the survivors. Many people believe that if theCalifornian had
responded to the Titanic's pleas for help, many more lives could have been
saved.

7. Two Dogs Rescued
With the order for women and children first into the lifeboats, plus the
knowledge that there were not enough lifeboats for everyone on board
the Titanic to be saved, it is a bit surprising that two dogs made it into the
lifeboats. Of the nine dogs on board the Titanic, the two that were rescued
were a Pomeranian and a Pekinese.

8. The Fourth Funnel
In what is now an iconic image, the side view of the Titanic clearly shows four
cream and black funnels. While three of these released the steam from the
boilers, the fourth was just for show. The designers thought the ship would
look more impressive with four funnels rather than three.

9. A Royal Mail Ship

The R.M.S. Titanic was a Royal Mail Ship, a designation which meant
the Titanic was officially responsible for delivering mail for the British postal
service. On board the Titanic was a Sea Post Office with five mail clerks (two
British and three American). These mail clerks were responsible for the 3,423
sacks of mail (seven million individual pieces of mail) on board the Titanic.
Interestingly, although no mail has yet been recovered from the wreck of
the Titanic, if it were, the U.S. Postal Service would still try to deliver it (the
USPS because most of the mail was being sent to the U.S.).

10.Corpses Recovered

On April 17, 1912, the day before survivors of the Titanic disaster reached
New York, the Mackay-Bennett was sent off from Halifax, Nova Scotia to
search for bodies. On board the Mackay-Bennett were embalming supplies,
40 embalmers, tons of ice, and 100 coffins. Although the Mackay-
Bennett found 306 bodies, 116 of these were too badly damaged to take all
the way back to shore. Attempts were made to identify each body found.
Additional ships were also sent out to look for bodies. In all, 328 bodies were
found, but 119 of these were badly damaged and thus were buried at sea



Khagola Shastra — The Indian Astronomy

Vanisree Vairavan

With Earth finishing one more revolution round the sun, it is New year and
Pongal time again! Wishing all the readers “A VERY HAPPY PONGAL”.
| would like to add astronomical fragrance to our Pongal Malar with this article on astronomy.

These days it is very common to think about NASA, the moment we think of any space
news. It has become very common for people to look at western countries for new discoveries,
findings and developments in the field of astronomy. But the fact is that India is way ahead
of all the countries in the field of astronomy.

In India, astronomy called as Khagola Shastra had advanced way back in 2000BCE.
Rigveda, the most important and foremost text of India, has mentions about astronomy.
Ancient Indian astronomers used stars and planets to create complex astronomical charts and
mathematical models which later passed on into Western world. Works by many Indian
astronomers have been translated and scientists have taken hints and inspiration for modern
findings.

Greek civilization is considered as the epitome of achievements by western world and
astronomers like Copernicus, Galileo are considered as pioneers. Findings and researches
of western scientists dominate the astronomical world now.

But Indian astronomers had made findings and calculations with great precision thousands
of years ago which almost match the modern findings. Just to name a few,

Aryabhatta, the Indian astronomer from 476AD,

said that Earth rotates around itself and goes around

the Sun.

He calculated the rotation of earth 1500years ago which is just
0.009 seconds different from modern precise calculations done
with scientific equipment.

Yagnavalkya, the Indian astronomer from 8th century BC, found
that Earth was round and suggested heliocentric theory (that
means - Sun is in the center, earth and other planets revolve around
it) and also calculated the typical year as 365.24675 days which is
only 6 minutes longer than what is accepted now!
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It is astonishing to know that Yagnavalkya recognized that Sun is much larger that earth and
measured the relative distances of Sun and Moon from Earth which is almost close to the
modern findings using latest instruments.

Varahamihira, an Indian astronomer from 505AD, proposed that
it is the same force which hold the objects to the Earth also hold
the celestial bodies in its place.

This means Varahamihira recognized gravity and theory of
equilibrium way before Newton and Anaximander proposed their
theories.

_—

Brahmagupta, an astronomer from 7" AD had understanding
that Earth was spherical and attempted to calculated the
circumference. He arrived at a figure of 36000 kilometers
which is very close to the actual figures known now.

The 5% century is considered as the Golden era of Indian astronomy also called as
Siddhantic era. Work by most of the astronomers of this period has been saved.

In India, astronomical findings were and still is a part of
daily life, for example the Panchangam—is a mini
astronomical report.

Indian kings of the past have indirectly contributed by
facilitating the astronomical studies and researches.
One such contribution is the Nalanda university, setup
in 413AD by the Gupta dynasty.

It is believed that Nalanda university hosted 10,000 students and had 2,700 faculty members.
Many Greek, Persian and Chinese students studied here. Subjects like astronomy, history,
economics, mathematics, Law etc. were taught here.

Nalanda university had an amazing collection of 9 million manuscripts. It was destroyed by
the Huns then by Gaudas and finally completely destroyed by Bhakhtiyar Khilji in 1193.

Aryabhatta had an astronomical observatory in Patliputra, and also taught at Nalanda
university. His great book the Aryabhatia was translated to Latin in 13" century and the
western world got methods for measuring the volumes of spheres, area of triangle, methods
for calculating square roots and cube roots. Indian astronomy has long influenced Greek,
Muslim and Chinese astronomy.

Lack of telescope may have hindered further advancements in Indian astronomy but it is




very surprising how our ancient astronomers achieved such high precision just by
observations. Later as Indian astronomy advanced, huge structures were built to carry out
observations and researches. Here are some amazing structures

2. Samrat Yantra and Nadi Valve Yantra in
Ujjai can tell you the Sun's hemispherical
location

1. Mishra Yantra in Delhi can tell you
when its noon around the world.

3.Jai Prakash Yantra in Jaipur is used for 4. Rishivalaya Yantra has instruments
marking positions of stars dedicated to each sun sign.

S d— TeaEE—

Celestial observatory Star Constellation tracker Sun dial

Western world took lead in modern astronomical advancements but Indian astronomy still
amazes the world now through ISRO! ISRO has made remarkable achievements and some of
them are

1. Mars Orbitary Mission — Mangalayaan

2. Moon Exploration program — Chandrayaan

3. Satellite Launching Vehicle — PSLV-C28

4. Crew module GSLV MK3 — which can take humans to space

With its rich history and modern advancements, | am sure India will continue to amaze the
world with astronomical achievements!



|HAPPY PONGALI|

@ Employing over 100 Indians in Japan out of 150 Foreign
engineers from many Asian countries.

@ Hiring talents in Automotive, IT, Embedded, Plant
engineering Domain.

@ Cost effective onsite- Offshore business for Engineering
Projects

@ Free Japanese training courses in India starts from Jan 2018
to ease their employment in Japan

@ Join hands with us as a partner and make your dreams
come true as entrepreneur.
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Tl Jfew Braclst: AR. Pebiman oy ) eoen

Anjana Govindarajan

To call A.R. Rahman a musical genius would be an understatement.

I've been listening to his musical compositions since the moment of my birth; his
tunes are my childhood. Yet, | as a person who understands music to a deeper level
now, | am able to recognise the transition Rahman has been making. No, I'm not
saying he wasn’t any good back in 1992 - | believe he has just transformed into a
musical genius, incorporating various western music theory techniques to make it
pleasing for not only the local Tamil crowd, but also for international followers.

Let’s take the latest Rahman album: Achcham Yenbadhu Madamaiyada. This
album consists of songs such as the experimental-rap-style Showkali, to the simple
and soothing Avalum Naanum - the balance of loud and soft, punk rock to classical,
fast and slow - has all been beautifully calculated by Rahman. The album not only
fulfills its needs as a back-track-album for this movie, but it has the ability to stand as a
single musical album.

One song that particularly stood out from the start was Idhu Naal, a duet sung
by newbies Aditya Rao and Jonita Gandhi. The chord progressions are out of this
world - (Disclaimer: there will be complex music theory discussed).

Many popular songs both in and out of the Tamil'music industry tend to have
one ‘main’ chord associated with it. Let's say the ‘main’ chord is a single piece of
thread. This thread will typically run through the entire song. For instance, the song
“Unnal Unnal” from the movie Ambikapathy (Rahman), Natpukulae from the album
Chennai 600028 (Yuvan Shankar Raja), and Po Nee Po from the album 3 (Anirudh)
have the typical ‘4-chord-progression’, meaning that there is only one single thread
running through the song. Even if the songs only have one main chord, the song loops
around typically 3 more chords, creating a 4-chord-progression. However, | analyse
Idhu Naal to have 5 distinct threads.

The first section is the red string -- let us say -- and this red string is D major.



Aditya Rao continues to amaze us with his mesmerizing voice, and then the song
comes to the interlude - the part where Jonita Gandhi takes over the limelight. At this
point, the blue string hands its baton back to the red one, resolving back into the D
major. That is what blew my mind. Very rarely do composers create music where they
use the chord they started with, or alternate between two chords. So, the fourth part
of the song should not come to you by surprise - it goes back into the F major, the
chorus of the song. Aditya Rao wows us again with his chorus, and Rahman
transitions to the fifth part of the song. The expected key change? You may think. The
song sounds like it transposed from F major to F# major in the first listen, but it
doesn’t sound quite like it. Perplexed, | rewinded and gave it a second listen, only to
realise that Rahman had beautifully shifted the main chord back to the D major, just
as we started the song with. Wow.

Rahman had just sown with alternating colours - red and blue - to create a
beautiful bracelet. | fell into the I-can’t-un-listen-to-this-song trap and this song has
been on repeat for the past few weeks.

The musical genius has been releasing albums at a steady pace but songs
from Achcham Yenbadhu Madamaiyada is on'a whole new level. To those who

haven't listened to the album yet, destiny is only a few clicks away!
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LEX- .
Interesting Animal facts

During my recent trip to Australia i visited 3 wild life parks. | learned some interesting facts about
animals. Here, i share some with you.

1. 85% of the species that are found in Australia are not found anywhere in the world
2. 2 of the egg laying mammais in the world are Achidna and Platypus

. When crocodiles open their mouth under water a valve at the back of the throat closes preventing
ter from entering.

arge crocodiles can easily hold their breath underwater for 2-3 hours.

. Although famous for being man eaters, in an average year far more people are killed by horses
han by crocodiles.

6. In its lifetime each honey bee will probably produce around 1teaspoon of honey!
7. A fully grown male crocodile is over 10000times,the weight of a freshly hatched baby one.
8. A crocodile can replace its teeth throughout its lifetime.

9. The world'’s strongest animal is the Rhinoceros beetle, which can lift 850times its own weight. v

10. An elephants nose has no bony support. The trunk is strong, flexible and muscular and able to pick @
up an object as small as a coin.

‘ 11. Elephants are unusual mammails-they have no front teeth, but their incisors develop into tusks that =%
keep growing throughout their lifetime. L.
' 12. Elephants cheek teeth are large-only 1or 2 fit in the jaw at a time. As they become worn, they
breakup and fall out and are replaced by new and bigger teeth growing behind them.This happens up
to 6 times in an elephants life.

13. Lions are the only cats that can successfully hunt animals larger than themselves.

14. Male lions can spray backwards up to 4 meters !!

15. Female lions do most of the hunting,but sometimes males join in to bring down difficult prey like
buffalo.

: 16. A new born Kangaroo is deaf,blind,has no fur and is the size of a jelly bean.

' 17. A kangaroo is pregnant for 35days and delivers the baby.lt can become pregnant once again the
9w very next day.

18. A kangaroo can hold a maximum of 4 babies at a time in its pouch.

19. Kangroos do not need to drink lot of water as they could survive with the moisture that is available
in the grass/ leaves that they eat.

—— b =
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. By, Ananya Gowrishankar
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Lavanya Vairavan

| like flowers a lot because they are colorful, soft and very beautiful. | like the nice
smell of flowers. | get to a see lots of flowers when | go to park for a walk. One day
| saw lots of tiny white flowers and thought... “hmmm, how would world’s biggest
flower look like?”

My brother told me that Raffesia Arnoldii is the world’s biggest flower!

This is an amazing flower but it is really hard to find them. It can only be found in
the rainforests of Indonesia. It can grow up to 1 meter long and weigh up to 15
pounds that is 6.80 kg. It has no leaves, roots or stem!?! Umm then how does it
grow?!! My brother says it is a parasitic plant that is, it takes food and water from
other plants.

It is very small when it is a baby but when it grows big it is enormous.

Raffesia Arnoldii is red in color. | liked the size and color of this flower but.........
this flower has a very bad smell it seems. It smells like rotten flesh...eeuuu....

| really really wanted to see the world’s biggest flower but | am thinking to give up

because of the yucky smell. Ok, | will find some other interesting flower again.



ST.MARY’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

'
JAPANESE SHOGRKKO

SAI KARTHIK NRTARAJAN

| would like to talk about the difference and similarities about both schools.
One thing that is same is they both have a big field and there are many basketball nets
in both schools. The difference is that Japanese school toilets are very clean and they

have washlet, but St. Mary’s school toilets are very smelly and they don't have washlet.

Now i am going to talk about the facilities of lunch . In St.Mary’s we eat in the school
cafeteria ,but the Japanese school children eat lunch in the classroom and they eat the
school lunch that is served by kids, They take turns to serve the food for their classmates.
In St, Mary’s sometimes we can eat school lunch and sometimes we can eat our home

lunch. its like a buffet in St. Mary’s.

Finally the boards are all white in St. Mary’s and they use markers to write, whereas in
Japanese school they use chalk and the board is green in colour. Also the Japanese
school children use a special bag called randoseru, but we in St. Mary’s can bring any
kind of bag.

I~
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TROY OF THE EAST

Janani Murali Manikandan
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What It Is To Grow Up

Growing up is really fun and interesting. | learnt a lot
of information and understood the world more. | also had
a lot of hard times when | was growing up. These changes
were emotional, psychological and physical.

Experience in these changes:

When | was two or three years old, everyone used to
come near me, carry me and play with me. Right now I'm
11 years old and when | go out, people just say hi and talk
to me because they know that I've grown up. | also loved it
when my parents and brother carried me, but now |
became heavier and my parents tell that I'm not a kid anymore. Since
I'm a big girl right now, | don't become desperate for what | want and |
act depending on the situation.

How | managed with these changes:

Even though | didn't enter the stage of adolescence yet, | can feel the
physiological changes I've gone through. It was very hard to manage
some of these changes but the only person who supported and helped
me was my mom. She gave me a lot of tips and told me that I'm still
growing up and | will go through a lot of changes and she also told me
to be a strong girl throughout my life.

Growing up is fun but it might be tough when | get older. I'm eager
to become an adult and overcome all these changes to become a
strong woman. Every boy and girl in this world go through these
changes as they grow up and many people learn new things as they
grow up like me. THANKyoOU!
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